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purchased 400,000 acres of land on the Red
River, and gave his adherents to understand that
the Spanish Dominions were to be conquered, his
proceedings excited alarm. President Jefferson
issued a proclamation against him, and he ^as
arrested on a charge of high treason. Nothing
could, however, be positively proved, and after a
six months' trial he was liberated. He at once
started for Europe, having planned an attack on
Mexico, for which he hoped to get funds and
adherents. He was disappointed, and during the
four years which he passed in Europe he often
lived in the greatest poverty.

On his first visit to England, in 1808, Burr
met Godwin only once, but the entry in his
journal, besides bearing indirect witness to the
great celebrity of Mary Wollstonecraft in America,
gives an idea of the kind of impression made on
a stranger by the second Mrs. Godwin.

" I have seen the two daughters of Mary
Wollstonecraft," he writes. " They are very fine
children (the eldest no longer a child, being now
fifteen), but scarcely a discernible trace of the
mother. Now Godwin has been seven or eight
years married to a second wife, a sensible, amiable
woman."

For the next four years Burr was a wanderer
in Holland and France. His journal, kept for
the benefit of his daughter Theodosia, to whom